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Grace Presbyterian Church             July 12, 2020 

Psalm 139; Acts 10: 23b - 43; Esther 3                   

“Search me, O God…” 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

Every good story has a villain.  Luke Skywalker has Darth Vader. The 

roadrunner has the coyote (who has an amazing ability to keep coming back 

after falling off of cliffs). Dorothy has the Wicked Witch (of which 

direction?). And Esther has Haman.  In fact, the next five chapters of Esther 

are devoted to what some might call the feud between Haman and Mordecai. 

Haman is clearly the bad guy in this story. In fact, during every Purim, a 

Jewish holiday celebrating what happens in Esther, and the salvation of the 

Jewish people, the Scripture is read and each time Haman’s name is 

mentioned, the people are instructed to “boo” him.  So feel free during our 

sermon time to “boo” every time I use the name Haman, if whoever 

watching this with you doesn’t mind. 

 

We find out in Esther, chapter 3, that Haman is promoted to prime minister. 

Haman was an Agagite. His father’s name was Hammedatha. We really 

don’t know too much about these particular individuals, but Jewish scholars 

traditionally link Agag to the Amalekite king Agag of Saul’s reign (see 1 

Samuel 15: 7-33). This is the king Saul was supposed to kill, not capture, 

and his animals were also supposed to be killed not kept. This is the point in 

Saul’s story where God became convinced that he must find another king. 

The Amalekites were supposed to be destroyed by God’s command, but 

Israel did not follow through with this judgment. So the Amalekites 

continued to lead Israel astray from God or simply try to destroy them. This 

is Haman’s family ancestry. So when this man is promoted to Prime 

Minister, look out…particularly given the ancient feud between Saul and 

Agag, the Amalekite. 

 

The second thing we notice about Haman is that he commands respect. 

Literally. In fact, it becomes law that everyone around him (except Xerxes 

the King and Esther the Queen) would have to bow down to him. But 

Mordecai does not agree with this law. Remember who Mordecai is? He is 

(Hadassah’s) Esther’s older cousin who raised her, and now usually is at the 

palace gates, perhaps in a position of local government, we don’t know. We 

do know he never bows to Haman. Haman’s officials try to inform him, and 

force him to do this, but he will not. 
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Why doesn’t Mordecai bow to Haman? While the text is not explicit about 

the reason, scholars suggest the following two reasons. One, it would have 

been an act of idolatry. Bending the knee means honor and worship to 

someone or something. Before you do so, know why you do so. Second, 

Mordecai refused to bow before the hereditary enemy of Israel. 

 

How did Haman feel about this single man’s protest? The Scripture says he 

was “enraged.” That is putting it mildly. He decided that he would not only 

punish this one man, but punish his whole people. Mordecai had told the 

royal officials that he was a Jew and perhaps gave his reasons for not 

bowing. We don’t know. His disrespect sets in motion the harshest 

consequence of racial hatred ever recorded in Scripture. Haman plans to 

eliminate the Jews throughout the empire from India to Africa to Europe, 

wherever there are. This is genocide. This is holocaust. This is allowing 

one’s rage to go well beyond reasonable bounds because you have the power 

to do it. 

 

From here Haman makes the case to the King. (v. 8 ff) He says there is a 

certain race of people in the empire who separate themselves from all the 

other races of the kingdom, who have their own laws and who do not follow 

your laws, O King. They are really not to be tolerated and should be 

destroyed. And you might think the king would ask a question or maybe 

wonder if this involves thousands or hundreds of thousands of people, or 

anything. But Xerxes does not ask, he merely agrees and gives his consent, 

even if it does cost hundreds of millions or billions of dollars (ten thousand 

talents of silver=375 tons of silver). The king says, “The money and the 

people are both yours to do with as you see fit.” (v. 11, NLT) The lots 

(“purim” in Hebrew) were cast earlier in the story for when to carry out this 

act of genocide (v. 7) and March 7, 473 BC (the twelth month of the Persian 

calendar, as the first month of the Persian year was in the Spring, closer to 

our April) was set as the day to murder the Jews. The law came into effect 

the year before on April 17, 474. The law noted that all Jews, young and old, 

women and children were to be slaughtered on March 7. Messengers were 

sent across the whole empire, as it would take months to deliver the law, and 

the chapter ends with the people of Susa, who heard the law first, falling into 

confusion. Meanwhile, Xerxes and Haman are having a drink together. 

 

What are we to learn from this story? Where is God in all this? 
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And to pick up what Haman was feeling, when Mordecai didn’t bow to 

him…where are we when we are hurt by someone of a different race? Do we 

let ourselves say racial slurs, in the privacy of our hearts and minds? Do we 

downgrade one another or disrespect one another on the basis of the colour 

of our skin or other physical characteristics? We know the villain in this 

story is Haman. But we also know God is calling us, each one of us, to deal 

with our racial prejudices too. He wants us to get along with one another in 

the body of Christ, with many races, social and economic backgrounds, with 

people just as they are. He wants us to get along in the wider community. 

But we do have stereotypes and inappropriate thoughts/actions in us that 

God wants to remove before it becomes hatred, or if it is already hatred, 

before it becomes violent acts and murder. Search me, O God, and know my 

heart…point out anything in me that offends You…” (Ps. 139: 23-24) 

 

You may say you have no prejudices against other races. You may not be the 

villain like Haman. But we all need to self-examine. I know in my family 

that my father told me in my late teens that I could date anyone I liked, but if 

she was black, don’t bring her home. It was absolutely wrong and shocking 

to me then, and shocking to me now. I don’t know what my father went 

through to tell me such a thing of racial hatred. I do know my nephew 

married a black American woman and my niece had a child with a black 

American man. My daughter has married a black Canadian, and we open our 

hearts to him and his family and community. My other daughter has married 

a Canadian of Chinese ancestry, and we are learning about his family and 

culture, and have much to learn. We have prejudices that we need to expose 

to the light. Because we need to accept one another as Christ has accepted us 

(Romans 15:7). But it can be difficult to talk about these things.  “Search 

me, O God, and know my heart…point out anything that offends You…” 

(Psalm 139: 23-24) 

 

Racial relations and difficulties go back to the beginning of human relations, 

certainly back to the tower of Babel. In the New Testament, we find that in 

Jesus Christ, God is trying to reach out to the whole world, to every culture, 

language group, people group on the earth. In Acts 2, God reverses Babel. 

We read from Acts 10. We find there God giving Peter a dream to go kill 

and eat unclean animals, seafood, pork, “reptiles and birds,” all of them 

strictly forbidden in the dietary laws of the Old Testament. He doesn’t really 

understand this until he is told by the Holy Spirit to get up and go with the 

men who are at his door. They spend the night. He goes with them to the 

Roman officer’s home, which is against Jewish tradition, and he gets to 
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preach the Gospel, tell the Good News of Jesus Christ to this Roman family 

who is obviously Gentile. They accept the Lord and are baptized. 

 

Now if even Peter need a change of heart toward non-Jews, toward people 

who were not a part of his race, then each of us needs a change of heart to 

races different than our own. Peter learned, “I see very clearly that God 

shows no favoritism. In every nation he accepts those who fear him and do 

what is right.” (Acts 10:34 NLT) 

 

We are blessed with a multi-racial community here in Orleans, and a multi-

racial congregation. We are rich in various people groups from around the 

world. We want to get along. We want to value every cultural and linguistic 

background from which you came. We value everyone here. You matter to 

us. You are us. 

 

The family of God is a beautiful thing, but there will be times when we need 

to listen and improve relations with one another. In this season, after George 

Floyd’s death at the hands of a white police officer, and many others, we are 

seeking to talk with one another, get to know each other better, and if there 

is something specific here at Grace that we need to address, to address it. 

We’ve met with our black Canadian members and adherents, because 

Session noticed their visible absence at our congregational meetings last Fall 

regarding the Search process and the denomination difficulties we are going 

through. The Session and black Canadian members and adherents have had 

two meetings together and will have another, God willing. We trust the Lord 

for these days, and caring for one another, no matter what we are going 

through. We trust the Lord for a way to discuss individually, and as a group, 

any disagreements or disrespect in our words and our deeds. We are grateful 

to God for one another. 

 

Thank you for praying for this congregation, for me, for our leadership, for 

our future, as we navigate the strangeness of Covid, and as we seek to 

honour God together as many races united in Jesus Christ. It is good to be 

together. God has placed us together for such a time as this. 

 

Let us trust Him.  

 

Let us pray. 

 

 


